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Roles of the Speakers

As mentioned previously there are three speeches on either side of the debate (see previous page) and the reply speech is done by one of the main speakers.

The First Proposition Speaker should:

· Define the motion (tell the judges and audience what the debate is about)

· Explain the arguments their team will put forward in the debate.  This should be broken down explaining which arguments each speaker will say.

· Put forward two or three main arguments to persuade the audience and judges why their team should win the debate.

The First Opposition Speaker should:

· Rebut the most important arguments in the previous speech.

· Explain the arguments the opposition team will put forward in the debate – broken down into parts explaining which arguments each speaker will say.

· Put forward two or three main arguments to persuade the audience and judges why their team should win the debate.

The Second Proposition Speaker should:

· Rebut the most important arguments from the First Opposition speaker’s speech.

· Briefly recap what the First Proposition said in their speech and outline what they are going to say in their own speech.

· Defend their partner’s speech against attacks made on it from the First Opposition Speaker.

· Put forward one or two arguments to strengthen the proposition case.

The Second Opposition Speaker should:

· Rebut the most important arguments of the Second Proposition speaker.

· Briefly recap what the First Opposition speaker said their speech and outline what they are going to say in their own speech.

· Defend their partner’s speech against any attacks by the Second Proposition speaker.

· Put forward one or two arguments to strengthen the opposition case.

The Opposition Summary Speaker should:  

· Again rebut the most important arguments put forward by both proposition speakers.

· Defend the opposition team’s arguments from the opposing side’s remarks.

· Address some points from the Floor Debate.

· Provide a summary of the entire debate by identifying the key issues in the debate and telling the audience and judges why the Opposition team won the debate.

The Proposition Summary Speaker should:

· Rebut the most important arguments of the Second Opposition speaker.

· Defend the Proposition team’s arguments from the opposing side’s remarks.

· Address some points from the Floor Debate.

· Provide a summary of the entire debate by identifying the key issues in the debate and telling the audience and judges why the Proposition team won the debate.

All speakers are encouraged to offer Points of Information throughout the Main Speeches of their opponents during ‘unprotected time’.

