[image: image1.jpg]qxj"zﬁ Law Soclety
" of Scotland

‘wl





Rebuttal

Rebuttal is a key component to effective debating.  All speakers, with the exception of the First Proposition Speaker, should spend some of their speech rebutting the arguments of their opponents.  In debating, it is just as important to be able to rebut the arguments of the opposing team as it is to be able to set out your own argument.
Rebuttal should be used sensibly - it’s more important to spend time rebutting major arguments than focussing on minor points.

Whilst preparing for the debate, teams should develop a good understanding of what the other side’s case might be and speakers should, therefore, use this understanding to prepare rebuttal of obvious points.  Teams should also be prepared to be flexible.  There may always be an element of surprise for which you will be required to think quickly in order to rebut effectively.   Teams should always rebut points which have been made, not those which speakers may have expected (or wanted) them to make.

Rebuttal can be carried out in a number of ways, including:

· Highlighting a factual error

· Questioning the relevance of the argument

· Finding a contradiction between different statements from speakers on the same side of the argument

· Pointing out any weaknesses in the opposing team’s case

Speakers can incorporate their rebuttal into their speech in a number of ways and they should use the most appropriate and effective technique for them.  Speakers can choose to include all of their rebuttal in one section at the beginning of their speech before moving on to their own arguments (this technique helps a speaker to structure their speech and is most effective for those new to debating) or alternatively, speakers can include their rebuttal throughout their speech, sorting their replies into the argument sections of their speech.  
Neither technique is wrong and speakers will never be penalised for using one over the other

