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Debating can be a daunting prospect for anyone who has never participated in a debate before - but it shouldn’t be!

Key terms used in debating are listed below:

· House – This is the term used to describe the people in the room whilst the debate is going on i.e. other debaters, audience members, judges and timekeepers.

· Motion – Motion is the technical name for the topic or subject being debated.  Traditionally, motions begin with the phrase ‘This House would……’ or ‘This House believes……..’.  Motions should be of interest to the speakers and the audience and they can be directly related to something being discussed in class or about a current affairs issue or any other interesting or challenging topic.  Motions in the Donald Dewar Memorial Debate Tournament are set by the Law Society and are announced at least two weeks prior to the debate.  An example of a motion is ‘This House would ban school uniform’.
· Proposition – Proposition is the name for the team or teams proposing the motion.  The proposition team is in favour of the motion therefore using the example above, the proposition team would argue in favour of banning school uniform.  The proposing team should provide information, arguments and evidence to support their case.
· Opposition – The opposition team are the team opposing the motion and their task is to provide arguments against the motion.  Using the example above, the opposition team would argue in favour of keeping school uniform.

· Points of Information – A Point of Information is an interruption by one of the opposing teams to the speaker who has the floor at that time.  The speaker can choose to accept or decline the Point of Information.  A good Point of Information should be short, relevant to the argument and to the point.

· Rebuttal – Rebuttal is the term used to describe an attempt to argue against specific arguments which the opposing team have put forward during their speech.  Like Points of Information, Rebuttal plays an important role in the exchange of ideas during a debate.  Each speaker (after the first proposition speaker) should allow part of their speech to rebutting the opposing side’s arguments therefore the debater must listen and respond to what the other team is saying.

· Judges – Judges are the people who decide who has won the debate.  The winning team may not necessarily be the team with who’s arguments they agree, but rather the team who has shown overall the best debating technique and has been most persuasive.  Judges follow specific guidelines and should feedback to teams to help them improve their debating skills and ability.

· Floor Debate – This is a period when members of the audience can participate in the debate by asking questions, making comment or giving short speeches.  In the Donald Dewar Memorial Debate Tournament, the Floor Debate takes place between the main speeches and summary speeches and audience members should be encouraged to participate.
· Protected Time – The first and last minutes of a speech are protected from interruptions or Points of Information.  

· Chairperson – The Chair is in charge of the debate and will ensure that speakers comply with the rules.  The Chair will introduce the motion, the speakers and the judges.  The Chairperson should be a teacher or member of the coaching staff.

· Timekeeper – The Timekeeper is responsible for ensuring the accurate timing of each speech so that accurate time signals can be given at appropriate points.  The Timekeeper should also keep a record of how long each speaker spoke for and provide this to the judges at the end of the debate.

· Order Paper – The Order Paper is a guide to the debate which outlines the format of the event, where the debate will take place, who is speaking, in what position and the motion.  The Law Society of Scotland will produce the Order Papers for the Donald Dewar Memorial Debate Tournament and these will be sent directly to the debate coaches.

