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Format of the debate

The Donald Dewar Memorial Debate Tournament (Scotland’s largest schools debating competition) uses the Mace Format.

What you need:

· Four speakers (two proposition speakers and two opposition speakers)

· A chairperson

· A timekeeper

· An audience

Rules

There are three speeches on each side of the debate and the order of the speeches in a Mace Format is as follows:

· First Proposition Speaker

· First Opposition Speaker

· Second Proposition Speaker

· Second Opposition Speaker

· Flood Debate

· Opposition Speaker

· Proposition Speaker

Although there are three speeches on each side of the debate, one of the speakers will speak twice i.e. one of the main speakers also performs the Summary Speech.

Following the Floor Debate, the opposition speaker speaks before the proposition speaker to promote a ‘clash’ between the teams leading to a more effective debate but this also allows the proposition side an equal chance to rebut arguments.

The Floor Debate lasts approximately 10 minutes and Summary speakers should use this time to write their speeches.

Speakers are encouraged to offer and accept Points of Information during the main speeches but these are not allowed during the Summary Speeches.

Speech length

First and second proposition and opposition speakers speak for 6 minutes each.  A time signal will be given by the timekeeper one minute after the start of the speech and again one minute before the end of the speech.  The first and last minutes are protected from interruption.

The floor debates should last approximately 10 minutes and are followed by opposition and proposition reply speeches which last three minutes.  A time signal will be given one minute from the end of the speech and reply speeches cannot be interrupted.

Roles in the debate

Each person and team have a specific role in the debate:

· Chairperson – The Chair should be a member of the teaching or coaching staff who will welcome the audience and briefly introduce the motion and introduce the speakers.  The Chair should be addressed as Mr/Madam Chair or Mr/Madam Speaker.

· Timekeeper – The Timekeeper’s role is to time each speech, signalling the start and end of unprotected time and to note down the amount of time each speaker spoke for.

· The Proposition Team – Proposition have the job of persuading the audience why the motion being debated should be supported.

· The Opposition Team – Opposition have the job of persuading the audience why the motion should be denied by arguing the points put forward by the proposition.

· The Audience – The Audience should be encouraged to take part in the Floor Debate.

